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HLWC Meeting This Coming Wednesday, January 16, 2019

6:30 – 9:00 p.m.

 (Regular meeting date/time in 2019:
third Wednesday of each month)

Marble Falls Public Library
101 Main Street

Marble Falls, TX  78654

####################################################################################

We’ll be discussing the results of a recent survey
of club members’ interests and priorities.

This survey was e-mailed to you on Saturday, January 12.
Please take a few minutes to read it before the meeting Wednesday evening!

####################################################################################

What are YOUR writing goals in the year 2019?

Resolve now to accomplish them with the help of HLWC!
As in 2018, the club will hold monthly meetings

at the Marble Falls Public Library on the third Wednesday
of each month, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.

The critique group will continue meeting at Grand Bank
in Marble Falls on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month,

1:30 – 4:00 p.m.

####################################################################################

http://www.highlandlakeswritersclub.com/


President’s Message
January 2019

The word January comes from Janus, the Roman god of gates, doorways, passages, 
duality, transitions, and beginnings and endings.  He has two faces, one looking back and the 
other looking forward.  As we begin 2019, it might be nice to turn our heads and look backwards 
to what happened for Highland Lakes Writers’ Club during 2018.  It was a great year!

Even before New Year’s Day of 2018, we decided to return to the Marble Falls Public 
Library for our monthly meetings.  Then, later, we established the third Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
as our regular meeting date/time.

We planned special presentations on writing techniques during every quarter of the year, 
and our members provided them:  Ray Whelan on drama (January); Stephen Lay on using 
ordinary, everyday events to make a story (April); Margery Higdon and Rick Copple on 
publishing through Amazon (August); and myself on writing speeches and sermons (October).  
We revived the “ask-it basket” for writing technique advice at monthly meetings.  And speaking 
of Rick:  even from his new home in Denver, he has helped us update our website!

We decided to reach out to the citizens of Burnet County, especially seniors in local 
retirement homes.  We visited several and shared poetry and stories with the residents, 
encouraging them to share their own creativity.  Next, we decided to include younger people in 
our outreach efforts by sponsoring a writing contest in conjunction with the Burnet County Area 
Fair in June 2019.  

We encouraged people of any age to come to our poetry jam on the last Monday of each 
month at Numinous Coffee Roasters in Marble Falls.  After two sessions, this event has become 
pretty successful, and we thank Gene Lyng and Bert Martinez for their PA systems.

Much of this success is due to our Executive Committee members, Kay, Gene, Stephen, 
and myself.  I want to commend Stephen especially for the ideas he brought forward and carried 
through … more than simply the ideas he was assigned.  He saw to it that our club was 
advertised in all the local papers and libraries, made County Fair contacts, and was instrumental 
in the retirement home outreach.  Thank you very much, Stephen! — especially for your help 
when I was incapacitated after surgery in June.

Another person who did a lot for the club in 2018 is Fran McRedmond, who facilitated the 
poetry jams and the participation of seniors.

We had two successful Read-Arounds, one in July and the other in December at the Library. 
For the latter, we somehow lost or misplaced the key and stood out in the cold for an hour, but 
then a miracle happened through Gene’s contacting the City of Marble Falls to get us a key.

In October of 2018, Mary Anne Wright proposed a survey to determine what members really 
want from the club.  We all agreed this would be a good way to start the new year of 2019 with 
programs that are relevant and timely.  Our poetry jams, especially, brought out skills not all of 
us knew we had.  For example, Mike Woolensack and Mary Jo Collins, both known primarily for 
their prose, came up with some great poems!  We welcomed as new members Marjorie Potter 
of Burnet, a published poet who lives at Country Oaks, and Ruth Cowey, who has shared her 
songs and poems at several events.

[ continued on next page ]



Critiques on the second and fourth Tuesdays were well attended, and we were enthralled by 
the continuing saga of Joe and Addie, written superbly by Mary Anne.  Several visitors and “old-
timers” came to the Amazon presentation in August, and returning visitor Alan Olson has 
recently charmed and challenged us with his knowledge of American history.  Gene’s friend 
Mary Johnstone has been a welcome guest.

What does the future face of Janus look like?  Let’s try to repeat and refine our 2018 events. 
Let’s try to encourage and challenge new writers.  Let’s increase our membership.  Let’s support 
Ray Whelan in his playwriting and directing endeavors.  Let’s use all the publicity and website 
appeals we can!  And let’s pray for Stephen as he travels, as well as pray for the health of Carl 
and Margery Higdon, Kevin Calsyn, Ray Bronk, and all the others of us.

Wayne Hawley, President

#   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #

HLWC Calendar for January 2019

Tuesday, January 8 Critique group, Grand Bank, 1:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 16 Monthly meeting, MF Public Library, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 22 Critique group, Grand Bank, 1:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Monday, January 28 Open-mic poetry night at Numinous, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.  

#   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #   #

REMEMBER:   Raymond Whelan invites members of HLWC to see The Highland Lakes Players perform 
at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 19, at the Christian-Matern House historic residence at 603 – 7th 
Street (at the corner of Avenue F, two blocks east of U.S. 281) in Marble Falls.

There is no charge for admission, but donations will be accepted. 

The Players will offer three shows:  (1) The Boston Girl—Chapter 1, by Anita Diamant, directed by 
Raymond V. Whelan; (2) All the Luck in the World, written and directed by Whelan; and (3) All the 
Lovely People, written and directed by Whelan.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Finally:  As our club begins the new year,
what nicer way to encourage one another

than with a poem written by one of our own?

(Please see the following page)



Writings by Members of HLWC:  January 2019

Highland Lakes Writers’ Club — A Tribute

By Gene Lyng

I rarely consider joining a club of any kind.
I’m not sure why; it just never crossed my mind.

When I decided to write my memoirs for posterity,
I found my knowledge of writing lacked clarity.

I knew what I wanted to try to put on paper,
I just wasn’t sure of the rules to use for the caper.

Fortunately I discovered a group known as HLWC
Who were knowledgeable and patient in helping me.

Having looked at the work I had already done,  
They turned the job of writing actually into fun.

I’ve also enjoyed the writing that have been made by others
Whether stories for sale or poems for their mothers. 

Whether correcting my punctuation or telling a joke,
The writers at HLWC are really nice folk. 

# # # # #       See you Wednesday evening at the Library!       # # # # #

Send your poems, flash fiction, writing tips, announcements, etc. to:  Kay Lee, mlee43@moment.net

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please e-mail  mlee43@moment.net

mailto:mlee43@moment.net
mailto:mlee43@moment.net

